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Harrow Road, Leytonstone 
Potential improvements for traffic calming, 
accessibility and overall quality of public space.

Based on collated resident feedback from commonplace survey

HARRA March 2022

Section 1:
Cann Hall

Section 2: 
Montague & Woodhouse

Section 3: 
Harrow Green



Characterised by series of chicanes and defective speed 
cushions with a long continuous bend in road creating 
poor visibility especially for east west journeys. No speed 
signage throughout section. Attractive roadside verge and 
sightlines across Wanstead flats poorly utilised with limited 
engagement or provision for active accessibility.
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High speed approach to 
and from Cann Hall ward.

Poor signage on entrance to 
20 mph zone

Raised table ineffective and 
poorly implemented and 
lacking alternative materials 
to carriageway and footway.

Poorly implemented 
advanced stop line (bike 
box) puts cyclists in narrow 
path of vehicles turning into 
Harrow Road. Cycle feeder 
lane too narrow and poorly 
surfaced to be of any use.

Speeding is a very noticable 
issue along the entire road 
as flattened speed cushions 
have no effect on speed 

Outdated chicanes create 
increased risk of conflict where 
users deviate from path to 
avoid cushions, while a lack 
of cycle channel in build out 
creates unsafe pinch point for 
cyclists. 

Narrow pavements routinely 
blocked by private resident 
parking.

No provision for bike 
hangers on Harrow road

Significant proportion of 
road users on bicycles use 
footway to avoid unsafe 
road.

Signs and lines non-existent 
or poor condition in some 
cases incorrectly positioned 
in lay-by.

No 20 mph road roundels 
or vertical signage along 

Poor visibility and no 
enforcement of restricted 
route signage (7.5t).

Pedestrian crossing waiting 
times too lengthy to 
encourage active journeys 
and crossing time too short 
for many users (children, 
disabled, elderly, families).

Vehicles enter and exit 
Cann Hall section at 
high speed.

C
ourtenay Rd

Challenges
Section 1: Cann Hall

HARRA March 2022



Garages frequently parked 
on pavement and line 
markings during open 
hours. Careless access 
to and from premises of 
vehicles and HGVs creates 
constant hazard for other 
road users.Full stretch of roadside 

parking used by local 
garages only.

Complicated staggered 
roundabout with no 
pedestrian crossings 
and confusing vehicle 
prioritisation.

Busy pedestrian focal point at school time 
lacks adequate provision for pupils and 
family access to Buxton, Davies Lane, Jenny 
Hammond and Acacia Nursery.

Garages frequently park on 
pavement and line markings, 
reducing accessibility for 
pedestrians and visibility for 
cyclists.

Poor road surfacing forces 
cyclists to pick variable path 
across full width of lane. Regular obstruction of 

pavements as lorry park for 
business deliveries 

Lifting of CPZ on short 
stretch of Montague Road 
encourages garages to 
dump vehicles on pavement 
creating degraded visual 
environment and reduced 
sense of pedestrian safety.

Pedestrian refuge island 
provides inadequate 
provision for pedestrians 
including Buxton School 
pupils crossing to access 
playing fields.

Wide junction on Montague 
Road prioritises motor 
vehicles and encourages 
dangerous turning while 
creating poor accessibility 
and visibility for pedestrians.

Poor junction design, 
accessibility and 
visibility for pedestrians 

Popular fly-tipping site with 
long-term bulky rubbish 
concealed in verges.

Regular fly-tipping site. 
Pavement island tree 
planting and bollards 
damaged and not replaced 
in many years.

Vehicles enter and exit 
Cann Hall section at 
high speed.

No 20 mph road 
roundels on 
Harrow Road

HARRA March 2022Challenges
Section 2: Montague & Woodhouse

Characterised by a long straight carriageway, with no speed signage 
throughout section and very poor surfacing. Poor visual sense of public space 
dominated by local garages blocking footpaths and carriageways, impeding 
and endangering safe access for all users. Irregular road widths, parking and 
traffic calming create hazardous pinch-points along entire stretch.
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Wide junction with no 
pedestrian crossing.

Poor pedestrian access to 
and from Harrow Green. No pedestrian crossing 

along entire section.

Lack of cycle channel in 
chicane islands create unsafe 
pinch point for cyclists.

Cycle access to and from 
Matcham Road is precarious 
with limited visibility.

Very narrow one way system 
slows traffic but also creates 
conflict over priorities.No 20 mph road roundels 

or vertical signage along 

HARRA March 2022Challenges
Section 3: Harrow Green

Characterised by a stretch of single lane carriageway and 
motor vehicle dominated start/termination point with poor 
pedestrian accessibility at Harrow Green.
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Slow markings and 
rumble strips on 
Lakehouse Road.

Increase presence of entry 
point signage listing (existing) 
motor vehicle restrictions to 
define Cann Hall as pedestrian 
/ community-first 20mph zone.

Update raised table design, 
materials and update 
marking to create gateway 
feature and ‘scramble’ type 
diagonal crossing.

Better presence of cycle 
markings along road to 
enable cyclist to adopt 
primary position.

Sinusoidal humps 
with cycle channels

Remodel chicanes to 
include cycle channel.

Penalty and enforcement of 
pavement parking.

Introduce speed indicator 
devices as Cann Hall Road.

Introduce 20 mph road 
roundels and vertical 
signage along entire road.

Manage verges to widen 
and improve footpath.

Introduce 20 mph road 
roundels and vertical 
signage along entire road.

Introduce greenery and 
planting to chicane 
islands to create sense of 
residential identity.

Rethink pedestrian crossing 
materials and buildout design 
with prioritisation for pedestrians 
and community access rather than 
through traffic. 

Cycle hangers

Courtenay Rd

HARRA March 2022Vision
Section 1: Cann Hall



Rethink design of roundabout and 
vehicle and pedestrian accesibility.

Proactive enforcement against 
pavement parking.

Removal of street 
parking to introduce 
space for cycle lane.

Public realm intervention or 
artworks around bridges to 
generate community identity.

Improve bridge lighting 
and build on community 
planting scheme to improve 
sense of safety.

Installation of zebra 
crossing for schools access 
to Wanstead flats and for 
pedestrians to and from 
Leytonstone town centre.

Copenhagen crossing 
on all junctions.

Copenhagen 
crossing on all 
junctions

Encourage resident 
engagement with Epping 
Forest and City of London 
as part of community spaces 
and road identity.

Introduce pavement island 
trees and planters to 
discourage fly-tipping.

Introduce greenery and 
planting create sense of 
residential identity.

HARRA March 2022Vision
Section 2: Montague & Woodhouse



Ley
tonst

one
 High R

oad

Widen pavement and 
introduce pedestrian 
crossing. Consider 
banned turns - eg right 
out and southbound 
left in to remove rat-run 
through-traffic between 
Leyton and Wanstead.

Improve general pedestrian 
access to and from Harrow 
Green including better use 
of planting and vertical 
landscaping to improve 
greenery and visual identity 
for area.

Introduce continuous 
footways all along 

Lack of cycle channel in 
chicane islands create unsafe 
pinch point for cyclists.

Inprove pedestrian crossing 
and cycle access in and out of 
LTN now scheme is approved 
with raised and continuous 
pathways.Introduce 20 mph road 

roundels and vertical signage 

Centreline removal along 
entire route works to lower 
speeds.

HARRA March 2022Vision
Section 3: Harrow Green


